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bulletin No. Volume VII, Number 19 June 4, 1958 
Appeal is Made to An appeal for an increase in the appropriation for 
Increase Funds For the International Educational Exchange activities of 
Program of Exchange the Department of State was made on May 28 by Presi- 


dent William E. Stevenson of Oberlin College before 
a Subcommittee of the Senate Committee on Appropriations. (For names of the members 
of this Subcommittee, see this Bulletin, Vol. VII, No. 17). President Stevenson 
represented the Council's Commission on Education and International Affairs and also, 
by special request, the Association of American Colleges. The major portion of his 
prepared statement follows: 

In my statement to you today, the Commission on Education and International Af- 
fairs and the Association of American Colleges have asked that I make known their 
views on the following two points which they are particularly anxious for you to con- 
sider in connection with the appropriation request for the Department of State's 
Educational Exchange Program: 

1. Any action to reduce the amount of United States dollars requested for 

the program would seriously curtail its effectiveness. In view of this, 

we consider it a particularly serious blow that the House of Representatives, 
while voting the full $20.8 million requested, reduced the United States 
dollars by $1 million and increased the foreign currencies by the same 
amount. 

2. The appropriation request for 1959 is the same amount appropriated for 1958. 
This vitally important program should be expanded in these critical times 
rather than held at last year's appropriation level which, because of in- 
creasing costs, would actually mean a decrease in activities. The Commission 
and the Association therefore wish to go on record as supporting an appropria- 
tion request of $30.8 million for 1959 - an increase of $10 million over and 
above the $20.8 million requested by the Department of State. 


Curtailment Would Result From Cut in U.S. Dollars 


As this Committee knows, the House of Representatives has ah cot the- full. $20.8 
million appropriation request for the Department of State's Educational Exchange Pro- 
gram for 1959. While this action appears favorable at first glance, the specific terms 
of the action by the House would create serious problems if finally approved by the 
Congress. 

The Department of State's $20.8 million request provided for approximately $5.7 
million of the total to be used for the purchase of foreign currencies. to go toward 
the operation of the Fulbright program. However, since the House has specified that 
not less than, $6.7 million of the total shall be used to buy foreign currencies, this 
could reduce the amount of U.S. dollars available to the program by: $1 million. 

United States dollars of course are the sole support of exchange programs operated 
under P.L. 402, the Smith-Mundt Act. According to information supplied,. on request, 
by the State Department, reducing the amount of dollars would substantially reduce 
those programs carried on under the Smith-Mundt Act involving primarily the exchange 
of mature leaders and specialists. 

Also, although foreign currencies are used to defray the major cost of the Ful- 
bright programs, which contribute so effectively to the international relations of 
this country, United States dollars provide important and necessary support to them. 
As this Committee knows, dollars are required to cover administrative costs in the 
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United States and to defray the expenses of foreign grantees while here. Since 

a number of new Fulbright programs have been initiated with foreign currencies 

made available under P.L. 460, the Agricultural Trade Development and Assistance 
Act. of 1954, even more dollar support is needed than before for Fulbright programs, 


Need For An Increased Program For 1959 


The present world situation demands bold and vigorous action by the United 
States. On the one hand, it requires unprecedented expenditures for military 
preparedness to deter aggression and to maintain leadership in the conquest of 
outer space; on the other, it entails the necessity of our strengthening and 
maintaining the confidence and respect of all the peoples of the world through 
mutual understanding. 

To achieve the first of these objectives a $1,250,000,000 supplemental 
appropriation has already been made to the Department of Defense in this session 
of Congress. The Department of Defense has been assured that additional appropria | 
tions will be made as requested over and above the $44,000,000,000 for defense in- 
cluded in the President's budget. Funds requested for the National Science Foun- 
dation for fiscal year 1959 will be increased substantially over those available 
during the fiscal year 1958. Similar large increases are anticipated for the 
Atomic Energy Commission and other activities related to defense and outer space. Jf 

If such unprecedented amounts are required for these purposes, there is an | 
equal need to re-appraise the present meager expenditures of our government in 
its comparable responsibility of building world understanding for ourselves among jf 
all nations and peoples. It may well be that appropriations for the exchange of 
persons program are as important in human welfare and in laying a firm foundation Jf 
for a lasting peace as are military expenditures. 

Yet the proposed amount for the total exchange of persons program of the i 
Department of State for the fiscal year 1959 is only $20,800,000 (exclusive of 
the $5,725,000 in non-appropriated foreign currencies which will be available to 
the program). This House-approved appropriation is exactly the same amount as 
was appropriated for the fiscal year 1958. In view of the rising cost of operat- | 
ing the program (20% in the past two years) $20,800,000 is grossly inadequate for 
the fiscal year 1959. In fact, by the yardstick of the United States Advisory 
Commission on Educational Exchange, it was inadequate for fiscal year 198. 

Last year, the United States Advisory Commission recommended for fiscal 
year 1958 an appropriation of $35,000,000. This body charged by P.L. 402 - 80th 
Congress, among other things, with appraising the Department of State's edu- 
aq cational exchange program, considered that this amount was needed if the program 
was adequately to fulfill its objectives of (a) promoting a better understanding 
of the United States in other countries, and (b) increasing mutual understanding 
between the people of the United States and the people of other countries. 

Specifically, projects should be increased for leaders and specialists in 
local and national governments, in civic and economic development, in education 
and especially higher education, in religious life, in social welfare, and in 
legal affairs. There is also need for greater exchange of scientists in medicine; 
atomic energy, and other fields. Each year there is a greater demand for ex- 
changes of professors and research scholars to assist in the development of 
American studies abroad and in the development of area-language centers in the 
United States, as well as to develop English teaching programs, studies of com- 
parative education, and other projects. The number of exchanges should be in- 
creased with Asia, Africa, and Latin America to fill their great demands for im- 
provement of their educational techniques. More dollar aid should be given to 
selected American schools and colleges in many countries of the world. Such an 
expanded program would significantly imcrease the effectiveness of the exchange 
of persons program. | 
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diy NATIONAL AFFAIRS 


Educators throughout the nation are strong in their support of educational 
exchange. In a recent survey of the Council's 82 member institutions of higher 
education, 93.5 per cent of the college and university heads responding expressed 
their belief in exchange of persons as a significant contributing factor to peace 
and progress and over 50 per cent reported substantial expenditures from their own 
institutional funds for activities relating to exchange activities. 

Further evidence of the support of the American educational community is pro- 
vided by the recent survey reported in the Nineteenth Semi-Annual Report of the 
United States Advisory Commission on Educational Exchange. That Commission polled 
18 institutions in 15 states throughout the country which in the 1956-57 academic 
year enrolled approximately 20 per cent of all foreign students in the United 
States. The response from educators who daily observe this program in action 
testified not only to the importance of exchange of students but also to the 
particular importance of the Government's program in creating greater understand- 
ing between this country and other nations. 

The support and endorsement of educational institutions and community leaders 
for another specific activity provided by the Government program, the exchange of 
leaders and specialists, is also evident. Literally thousands of letters from the 
sponsors and hosts of foreign leaders who have come to the United States on Depart- 
ment of State grants attest to the importance of the program. The foreign leaders 
themselves have been equally articulate about the value of their visits to the 
United States as a means of enabling them to see for themselves what we are like 
and to tell their countrymen about us. The heads of state in more than a half- 
dozen countries are former exchangees under the Department of State's Leader and 
Specialists Program. 

Throughout the United States, educational institutions and private agencies, 
organizations, and individuals are supporting educational exchange both financially 
and morally. This is a supplement to the official program conducted by the Govern- 
ment. To the extent that the United States expressed its support of the program 
through adequate Government financing, so will private activity provide an adequate 
complementary level. 

The Commission on Education and International Affairs and the Association of 
American Colleges are not themselves in a position to develop figures for an ade- 
quate budget. Our members therefore have accepted the estimate of $35,000,000 of 
the Presidentially appointed, legally constituted Advisory Commission on Educational 
Exchange. With this figure in mind we respectfully urge this Committee to approve 
$30,800,000 for this program for fiscal year 199. This total amount, plus $5+ 
million in non-appropriated foreign currencies which will be available to the pro- 
gram, would bring the program to a level approximating that recommended by the 
Advisory Commission. 

Specifically, the Commission and the Association of American Colleges make the 
twofold request of this Committee and this Congress, namely 

1. To reinstate the full amount of American dollars originally requested in 

the President's budget message to the Congress, and also 

2. To increase the total appropriation for International Educational Exchange 

Service of the Department of State by $10,000,000 to a total of $30,800,000 
exclusive of non-appropriated foreign currencies. 


Education Bill Voted The Subcommittee on Special Education, by a 
By House Subcommittee unanimous favorable vote, has reported to the 


full House Education and Labor Committee Congress- 
man Elliott's H.R. 12630, "The National Defense Education Act of 1958," which is a 
Compromise between the Hill-Elliott Bill and the Administration Bill for general 
education. Senator Hill's Committee on Education and Labor is pressing toward a 
report of the Senate version. Following is Congressman Elliott's own summary of 
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the House Bill (with additional details, supplied by the Council staff, in 
parentheses) : 

1. 2 thousand scholarships of $1 thousand each, to be awarded for each of 
the next four years by State scholarship commissions. The scholarships will go 
to students of outstanding aptitude and ability who rank high in statewide compe- 
tition. (Financial need would not be considered in setting the stipends. Emphasis 
on science and mathematics has been eliminated.) bol 

2. Loan funds to stimulate and assist colleges in making low-interest long- 
term loans to students in need of financial assistance. A student may borrow up 
to $1 thousand a year for a four-year period. The loans will be made through the 
college or university in which the student is enrolled, and will be repayable over 
a ten-year period. (Each institution accepting Federal funds must itself provide 
256 of the total to be loaned.) 

3. $60 million a year for four years, to be matched by our States, to enable 
schools to purchase laboratory and other special equipment, including audio-visual 
materials, to improve instruction in the fields of science, mathematics, and modern 
foreign languages. 

4. Grants of $10 million a year, to be matched by States, for establishing 
programs to strengthen the teaching of science, mathematics, and foreign languages, 
in public high schools, Specially trained consultants would do the work in this 
program. 

5. Institutes for teachers of modern foreign languages in elementary and 
secondary schools. 

6. Grants to expand graduate education in colleges and universities and for 
the awarding of fellowships, with preference to be given to those who desire to N 
teach in college. (To be eligible, an institution must have one or more programs 
leading to the Ph.D. or an equivalent degree. The maximum annual grant to an 
institution would be $125,000. Each institution would select one of the following 
programs: (A) funds for faculty salaries, equipment, and overhead costs of ex- 
panding graduate offerings, or (B) a fellowship program carrying unrestricted 
funds to the institution equal to $500 multiplied by the number of fellowships.) 

7. Grants to States to strengthen and establish programs in guidance and 
counseling. Also, the bill calls for institutes for training personnel employed 
as counsellors in public schools. 

8. Funds for the Office of Education to conduct research and experiments in 
the educational use of television, radio, motion pictures, and other communications . 
media. 

9. Congressional citations to students in each high school who rank scholasti- 
cally in the highest 5 per cent of their graduating class. 

10. Funds to expand and strengthen area vocational education programs. 
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